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unpleasant form of mine about, and it seemed only a question
of time before she hit one.

I had just told Metcalfe to close the Ocean, in order that I
might repeat the Admiral's directions to her to withdraw,
when at 6.5 p.m. (nearly two hours after the Irresistible was
disabled) there was a tremendous explosion alongside the Ocean,
and she took an ugly list, having struck a mine. Metcalfe
wanted to go alongside her at once, but I thought the Ocean's
crew had better try and save the ship, so told him to lay off in
a position to run alongside if necessary.

I learnt kter from the captain's report that when she struck
the mine a shell hit her steering gear almost simultaneously,
jammed the helm hard over, and she could only steam in circles,
which accounted for her remaining stopped instead of steaming
out of the Straits. Thinking that she was in danger of sinking
and too badly damaged by the mine to salve, the captain decided
to abandon her at once and hoisted a signal for all destroyers
to dose the Ocean. They all raced towards her; the Colne>
CMmr> Rennet and Jed, which were the first to arrive, ran
alongside, and she was abandoned in a few minutes.*

By this time the batteries in the Intermediate Defences and
the howitzers and field guns were firing from both shores at
the Ocean and destroyers, and shells were falling all round us;
however, they caused no casualties and the Chelmer was the
only vessel that received any damage, a six-inch shell flooding
one of her stokeholds while she was lying alongside the Ocean.

When I felt quite certain that she was well in the stream
and that there was no risk of her going ashore before she reached
the entrance of the Straits, I went to the Queen Elizabeth,
which was lying just outside. The captains of the Irresistible
and Ocean were already on board her. I told the Admiral
exactly what I thought about the proceedings of the last two
hours and our failure to salve the Irresistible. I feared it was
now too kte, as we had been much delayed by the Ocean's
misfortune, but I proposed to go back at once, and if there
was no chance of getting the Irresistible into the current I would
torpedo her. If the Ocean remained afloat as long as the
Irresistible had done, there was no reason why we should not

* According to the Turkish Account, she did not sink until about 10.30 p.m.
" Naval Operations," VoL II, page 222.